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IMPORTANT DATES

Tuesday 28 February: PTA Wine & Cheese Evening for all parents/caregivers of Year 9 students, 6pm-
7.30pm in Karetu Block. All welcome.

Thursday 2 March: KHS Athletics Sports.  School closing at 1.35 pm due to PPTA industrial action. 
Buses will run at normal times.

Thursday 6 April: Last day of term 1

Monday 24 April: First day of term 2
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From the Principal's desk
Jason Reid — February 1st, 2023

Kia ora koutou katoa, Welcome to February’s newsletter.

For those new to Kaiapoi High School, a February edition is a bit unusual. We usually publish
newsletters once per term but have moved to smaller, monthly editions with more recent news. We
hope you enjoy the change.

The year has started very smoothly, thanks to the support of whānau backing up our start-of-school
messages of excellent uniforms, being prepared for class and invisible cell phones. This has helped
lessons begin on a positive note, rather than starting with nagging reminders.

On another great note, well done to all years 11, 12 and 13 students from 2022! We have kept a close
eye on our academic achievement trends over the last six years and have some exciting news. We are
proud to announce that our years 12 and 13 students gained the highest pass rates, and year 11
gained the second-highest pass rates for this period. This is outstanding work for students dealing with
the challenges of another year disrupted by Covid. This is even more remarkable when considering the
cumulative challenge of multiple years of interrupted lessons and assessments.

As I recently mentioned in assembly, great achievement rates do not mean we can relax and take it
easy. This year we are taking ‘achievement’ to the next level. A major focus for students and staff in
2023 is boosting our awarding of merit and excellence grades. These higher levels of awards show that
our students have set high expectations for themselves and are not settling for a ‘pass’. Whānau can
help support this goal by celebrating the earning of merit and excellence in assessments. Parents can
keep track of these assessments on the parent portal. 

Lastly, starting the year relatively free from Covid restrictions is a very good feeling. The ability to run
house competitions, sports days, full school assemblies and meetings with large groups of parents is
invaluable for building positive and productive relationships.

Here is a parting whakataukī (proverb) to dwell upon:

He kai kei āku ringa

There is food at the end of my hands

(Said by a person who can use their skills and resources to achieve their goal)

Kia tino pai to rā whakatā, have a great weekend

Jason Reid
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International News
Jason Reid — February 22nd, 2023

Host families wanted for short-stay visits by international students.

The School is excited to welcome back international students for a short-stay visit. The dates we are
hosting are 6th to 15th June and 18th to 27th June. We are looking for families who would be happy to
have two students come and stay during these times.

The international students have a full programme organised during weekdays and are free to spend
time with host families at the weekend. They really appreciate getting to experience Kiwi life and all it
has to offer.

If you would like the opportunity to become a short-stay homestay family or require more information,
please email international@kaiapoi.school.nz
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New KHS Staff
Kaiapoi High School — February 1st, 2023

Introducing the new staff at Kaiapoi High School in 2023:

Kia ora koutou, my name is Joanna Ututaonga. I am a new teacher joining the team at Kaiapoi High
School this year as a Food Technology teacher. My last few years before teaching were spent in the
hospitality industry where I spent my time training and empowering young people entering the field. I
am looking forward to being a part of the team at Kaiapoi for 2023!

My name is John Stringer.  I joined KHS in May last year teaching Classics, Social Studies, French, and
was one of our dedicated relief teachers.  This year I am teaching Classics, History, and Social Studies.
My passion and master's degree is in Classics, so anything ancient and historical clicks my buttons.

I've been involved in archaeology and have published several books (cooking, art, a novel, and history). I
have a British bulldog, and three grown sons, two of whom teach. I love Bob Dylan and Queen.

Kia ora koutou, my name is Ashleigh Cocker. I have joined the team at Kaiapoi High School for 2023
in the English Department. I am teaching English this year and am able to teach Social Studies as well. I
graduated with my Graduate Diploma of Teaching and Learning from the University of Canterbury in
2022, making this my first year teaching. I am excited to be a part of the Kaiapoi High team and to be a
kaiako in North Canterbury, especially considering it is out here I went to school myself, being a 2016
graduate from Rangiora High. 

I love reading, walks on the beach, and photography. I am excited to bring my students through 2023
and support them in their year at school in all areas. 

Kia ora, my name is Danielle Kaye, and I am teaching English and Social Studies at Kaiapoi High
School this year. Last year I was teaching English and Media Studies at Papanui High School as a first-
year teacher. 

I enjoy cooking, beach walks, and researching new places to visit. I always want tips on amazing places
to travel to! I moved to Kaiapoi almost three years ago, so I am very excited to be teaching in my
community and I look forward to getting to know you all.

Kia ora, my name is Hayley Mitchell and I’m excited to be joining Kaiapoi High School in the Arts
department, teaching Digital Art and Design. I’ve previously taught Visual Art, Photography, Painting,
and Drama at Mackenzie College down in Fairlie, before returning home to Ōtautahi. Prior to teaching, I
completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Hons) Majoring in Photography, Minoring in Classical Studies and
Philosophy. After this, I went on to work in a Graphic Design studio while also doing freelance makeup
artistry, character design, and special effects.
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Outside of work, I’m really passionate about printmaking, illustration, sewing, silversmithing, and my
ever-expanding collection of indoor plants. In my free time, I enjoy taking my dog to the beach or river,
reading a good book, and going to live music events with friends.

I’m looking forward to a great year of building relationships and supporting learners in developing their
skills, ideas, and confidence in Art.

Gallery
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School Production 2023
Celia Breen — February 22nd, 2023

We are pleased to announce that the School Production for 2023 is “The
Adventures of Alice in Horrorland”.

This exciting musical, written by Mr Brent Morrison, is a dark twist on the classic Alice in Wonderland.
This version is full of zombies, horror, and well-known characters from Sweeney Todd and Rocky Horror
Picture Show.

Mr Morrison, Miss Hamilton, and Mr Mead are busy running acting, dance, and music rehearsals with
our talented cast.

We had so many amazing performers audition that we have been able to double-cast many roles, with
students doing alternating shows. Here is our cast list:

Alice: Eliza McDonald / Maddi Dunn

Grim Reaper: Wolf Pene

White Rabbit: Zanzi Coleman / Jasper Yatkin

Riff Raff: Korbin Symonds-Shakespeare

Magenta: TBC

Colombia: Talula Green

Frankenfurter: Sam Coster

Mad Hatter: Jairna Harris / Sophia Wiggins

Evil Queen of Hearts: Erina O'Reilly / Madison Messervy

Devil: Lili Batterbury / Isaac Jeffries

Tweedle Dee & Tweedle Dum: Millie Tavinor & Evangeline Arthur / Lee Pockson & Lucy Browne

Mrs Lovett: Emelia Coster / Heather Vierre

Sweeney Todd: Seth Smedick

Alice Cooper: Blaze Ryder

Silvio Mascaloni: Beren Williams

Priest: Ben Franklin / Kiwi Cate

Chorus - Zombies and Frankenfurter’s party guests: Zeba Darediya, Hayley Jarman, Brooklyn
Metzger, Tayla King, Isabelle Askin, Ruby Evans, Emily Stace, Charlotte Snyder, Emerson Eustace, Layla
Friedauer, Hannah Wells

Slave Guitar Player: Blake Brown
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Audience Guitar Player: Jack Trnjanin

Performances will be in the third week of term two, running from 10th to 13th May. Tickets will go on
sale in week 9 of this term. The KHS Hospitality class is going to be cooking up a storm to provide a
themed feast for the Friday and Saturday evening.

Wednesday 10th May - Primary schools dress rehearsal

Thursday 11th May - Opening night. No dinner but lots of snacks available to purchase!

Friday 12th May - 3 course dinner theatre experience. Dress ups optional.

Saturday 13th May - 3 course dinner theatre experience. Dress ups encouraged!

We can’t wait for you to see this epic production. Previously, audiences have said “that was just as good
as a professional show at Draculas… maybe even better!” and “Hilarious, fast-paced, and jam-packed
with talent”.

We are still on the hunt for a costume organiser/wardrobe boss. Please email Mrs Breen at
c.breen@kaiapoi.school.nz if you (parents, whānau or neighbours) are interested in lending us your
skills, even for a few hours to source, create, wash and label, and organise the amazing costumes!
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House Challenge Day
Heads of Houses — February 6th, 2023

On Friday 3rd February, our kura partook in the 2023 House Challenge Day.

After the cancellation of this event last year, we were thrilled to bring it back in full force. Throughout
the 33-degree day, our students gave it their all as they completed challenges such as tug-of-war, a
three-legged race, and pictionary. The day was an excellent opportunity for tutor teachers to bond with
new year 9s, and for ākonga to work together to take out the win. Since that day we have seen a
positive atmosphere and sense of belonging for all students this term.
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House spirit was on display across the entire school, with staff and students alike showing up in their
house colours, despite the heat. While it was a close fight, with strong efforts from all houses, the
mighty Tōtara took out first place, putting them in great standing for the rest of the year. Best dressed
went to Zoe Sole who spent the entire day in an inflatable Christmas Tree. We are all eagerly awaiting
another opportunity to represent our houses and take the lead! 

Gallery
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KHS Information
Kaiapoi High School — February 8th, 2023

Some important information from Kaiapoi High School.

Written communication with parents and guardians

As part of improving our processes and aiming for more consistency, you may notice some changes in
the documents we send out to you that name your child. We are moving to use your child's legal name,
rather than their preferred name. 

You may still see your child's preferred name used in emails from staff, however we will be more
mindful of using your child's legal name in letters and reports sent to you. Staff will continue to address
students by their preferred name when working directly with them.

Dropping students off on school grounds

We know that you will be pressured by your children to bring them into school to drop them off. With
the increase in roll numbers this year, it has made the start and end of school really hectic and the
added traffic of parents/caregivers dropping their sons and daughters off on school grounds makes it
quite unsafe for those students walking into school. Can you please drop off and pick up your children
at the gate.

School Uniform

Argyle Schoolwear have advised us that the price of the cardigan has been reduced because of low
sales and, once stock has been used, a decision will be made around the continuation of this item.

We have already started receiving lost items of uniform, mainly jackets, at the office. Could parents
please name all uniform items so, if lost, they can be returned to their owners. 

© All rights reserved, Kaiapoi High School 2024



 

From the Hospitality Department
Andrea Preston — February 23rd, 2023

Level 3 Hospitality students have been making fresh pasta.

Gallery
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Sports News
Dot Dixon — February 14th, 2023

We have had a great start to 2023 with Summer sport.

We have 30 different groups this term, including:

Boys' Saturday Cricket, 6 aside Hockey, 2 Football teams, 6 Touch teams, 3 Tennis teams, Canoe Polo,
11 Volleyball teams, 4 Korfball teams, Small-bore, Dragon Boating, and a group of students
participating in Archery. We also have a team of girls entered in the Inter School Show Jumping event at
McLeans Island this week. There are in excess of 300 students involved in our school sports teams for
term 1, which is incredible.

Although the first two weeks of outdoor sports were cancelled due to the weather, the teams are all set
to go. It has been awesome to see so many students prepared to get teams together to try new sports.

Te Ahi Ora - Fire Performance Crew visited our school in week three. They delivered free non-fire
performing arts lessons to our students during their PE sessions and then the students and their
families had the opportunity to take part in evening fire performances. The students also got the
chance to watch lunchtime displays by the fire performers, which provided something a bit different.

Congratulations to Tia & Pai Wynyard who represented our school at the Secondary Schools' Athletics
Nationals in Cambridge at the end of our school year. Tia competed in the High Jump and, after a nail-
biting start, he managed to finish 1st equal with two other boys, clearing their jump at 1.90m. Tia came
home with a bronze medal. Pai finished 14th in the 3000m, and qualified for the finals of the 1500m,
finishing 12th.

Well done to Danni Cook, Charlie Borg & Freya Ginnever that represented our school in extreme
weather conditions on Wednesday at the Interschools Show Jumping event at McLean's Island.
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We have a busy month in March with the Secondary Schools' Athletics & Swimming Champs, and trials
for our winter sports teams, along with the teams that will be representing our school during summer
tournament week. We will update you further in next month's newsletter.

Secondary Schools' Tennis Championships

Four students attended this tournament and did very well, with Nishitha Maarka winning the Year 11
Girls Singles Trophy and Joseph Saunders winning the Constellation Trophy for Year 11 Boys Singles.
Nicolle Richardson also played in Singles and Doubles. Jake Hughes got 2nd in the Constellation round,
playing his own teammate Joseph, which was a very close match. The players all played really well and
were a credit to the school.

Gallery
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Attendance Matters
Kaiapoi High School — February 23rd, 2023

A reminder of the School's absence process.

Informing the School of an Absence

We have had a large number of students signing out of school during the day for appointments this
term, without the parent/caregiver having advised the school of their intended absence.

If your child is going to be absent for any reason, please notify the school through the school app, ring
the school absence line on 375.5004, or email learn@kaiapoi.school.nz. If they have an appointment
during the school day, please advise the actual leaving and approximate return time. Information on
how to download the school app can be found on our school website: www.kaiapoi.school.nz/parents-
useful-info/ 

PLEASE NOTE: WE CANNOT RELEASE A STUDENT FROM SCHOOL WITHOUT A PARENT OR CAREGIVER
ADVISING THE SCHOOL OFFICE.

Attendance and Punctuality

Successful students have high attendance, many at or close to 100%, and they are always on time.

Kaiapoi High School adheres to the Ministry of Education guidelines of 85% as a minimum attendance
requirement.

Please note: Classes start at 9 am on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday and at 8.55 am on
Wednesday. Students who are not in class by this time are recorded as 'late'. Any lateness is a
disruption to the start of class and shows a lack of respect to both teachers, who are beginning their
lesson, and to other students. Respect is a core value of Kaiapoi High School.
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Attendance is monitored every period, student absences are followed up, and an email is sent at the
end of the school day to parents of students who have an unexplained absence or lateness. Tutor
teachers and deans will follow up on unexplained absences. If the school and/or family require extra
support for attendance, a referral will be made to the School Attendance Service. If difficulties persist
we refer to ROCKON. This is a multi-agency approach to supporting attendance at school. In the worst-
case scenario, the ROCKON process can lead to parents being prosecuted for non-attendance. We have
prosecuted in the past.

We look for parental support in promoting high attendance. Parents can access attendance data on the
parent portal. Please advise us if your son or daughter is absent from school for any reason.

The Ministry of Education's definitions are:

Explained absence: An absence for which an explanation is received by the school outlining the reason
for the absence.

Unexplained absence: An absence for which no explanation is received.

The decision about whether an absence is ‘justified’ or ‘unjustified’ is determined by the school:

‘Justified Absences’ include:

Explained absences for short-term illness/ medical reasons (a medical certificate may be
requested for a prolonged illness), medical appointments, school-arranged work experience,
class trips, students sitting school examinations, exam/study leave
Unplanned absences such as bus breakdowns, accidents, road closures, or extreme weather
conditions
Absences due to national/local representation in a sporting or cultural event in NZ or overseas
Absences due to bereavement, visiting an ill relative, or exceptional family circumstances
When a student is stood down or suspended
Attendance at a Secondary Tertiary Programme, e.g. Trades Academy, CTC, Ara, and STAR
courses.

'Unjustified Absences' are when no reason has been notified, or an absence where no justifiable
explanation is received, or the explanation does not fall within the school’s protocols for justified
absences.

Please note:

1. A parent’s note does not necessarily provide justification.

2. A family holiday is treated as an explained but unjustified absence.

3. After 20 consecutive days of continuous unjustified absence, our school is required to remove a
student from the roll and make a referral to the Non-Enrolled Truancy Service.
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Sporting Success
Hayley Newton — February 20th, 2023

Congratulations to our students that represented in their sports at regional and
national levels over the holidays.

TOUCH - Eva Parry, Kaedin Fettes, and Jordan Eastmond were named in the Canterbury U16 Touch
team that competed at the Youth Nationals, which was played here in Canterbury at Ngā Puna Wai
Sports Hub.

SOFTBALL - McKenzie Bailey-McDowell, Abbie McCurrie, and Jayden Fitzgerald competed at the Softball
Nationals. Tournaments were held in Hamilton - U19 Girls; Wellington - U17 Girls; Christchurch - U19
Boys; Pukekohe - U17 Boys.

McKenzie represented Canterbury at both the U17 & U19 Nationals, with her U17 team finishing as
National Champions & U19 team runners-up. Also a BIG Congratulations to McKenzie who was named
Top Pitcher at both age grade Nationals and also named in the U19 Tournament Team + MVP of the
U17 tournament, an amazing achievement. McKenzie's Kaiapoi team also placed 1st in the F45
Nationals.

Jayden represented Nelson at the U19 & Southland at the U17 Nationals.

Abbie represented Otago at the U17 Nationals.

FOOTBALL - Noah Woolhouse, Jonas Keeys, and Rico Pradham represented the South Island Māori
team playing against the North Island Māori team in Auckland, resulting in a 2-2 score.

ROWING - Josh Howden competed in the Canterbury Champs at Lake Ruataniwha, rowing for the Cure
Club.

BASKETBALL - Toa Harimate-Parata represented Ngati Koata in the mixed iwi Waitaha U17 tāma team,
competing in the Poitukohu Māori Basketball Nationals in Rotorua.
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ATHLETICS - Lily Morrison represented North Canterbury Athletics Club at the Colgate Games in
Timaru, coming home with a gold medal in the U13 100m and a bronze medal in the 4x100m Relay. Lily
also took part in the Canterbury Seniors Championships, finishing 1st in the 100m U16 and 4th in the
100m U18.

It's great to celebrate our students' achievements outside of school as we have some very talented
students. Please let us know in the sports office of your achievements.
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Business Studies
Natalie Cox — February 22nd, 2023

Young Enterprise Kickstart 2023

Seventy Years 12 & 13 Business Studies students went to Ara for a morning with the Lion Foundation
Young Enterprise team for a Kickstart event. This event introduced students to the Young Enterprise
Scheme and got them working in groups brainstorming and solving problems with business ideas.
Students left this event feeling motivated to get their own business going for 2023!

Past pupil Annie Saunders from The Scent also attended this event as a YES Alumni student. She
shared her past experiences and gave advice to groups beginning their YES journey. 

Gallery
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From the School Nurse
Anna Wilkinson — February 13th, 2023

The Kaiapoi High Health Clinic has some exciting news!

Alongside the current nurses, Alison and Anna on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays, there will be a
doctor doing a clinic on Thursdays 1-2pm. Bookings can be made on the Student section of our school
website, under Wellbeing. The Clinic is a free health service for all students.
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