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Jason Reid — June 13th, 2023

Celebrating Hospitality & Cultural Exchange!

Our school had the pleasure of hosting 19 students and two teachers from Omiya International School
in Japan from 7th-14th June. It was an incredible week, filled with language immersion and cultural
exploration. Our students, whether buddies or classmates, showed remarkable manaakitanga by
warmly welcoming our guests.

We extend a big thank you to the host families who graciously opened their homes and hearts to
ensure our visitors felt at home. Their kindness and care made a lasting impact on our guests.

The purpose of this visit was to provide our visitors with greater exposure to the English language and
New Zealand culture. Through various activities and interactions, our students and the Omiya
International School visitors shared knowledge, experiences, and friendship, fostering a sense of global
awareness.

We are thrilled to continue our relationship with Omiya International School. The principal and | have
discussed a potential exchange programme, which would offer our students an opportunity to explore
new cultures and forge lifelong connections.

We are immensely proud of our students for their hospitality and enthusiasm during this visit. Their
care for our visitors and eagerness to learn from others exemplify the true spirit of cultural exchange.

Thank you to everyone involved in making this experience a success. Your support and dedication to
fostering intercultural understanding are truly appreciated.

This is what the students had to say about their experience:

I enjoyed the most watching the dolphins, | have never seen them in the ocean. | also enjoyed school very
much. ~ Kaho

Watching the dolphins was fun. The art museum was awesome. School has also been fun. ~ Kaede

We loved the dinners because they were different and special. This was our first time trying lamb. Our host
encouraged us to try many new experiences including food, which we really enjoyed. Farming experiences
especially feeding deer are rare opportunities. ~ Yuki & Nonoka

All of my time in New Zealand was so amazing. And | could enjoy all of the activities. But especially, | loved
hospitality class. | decorated some cookies. It was so cute and in Japan we don’t have these classes, so
inspiring. ~ Aoi
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During my stay in New Zealand, | had so many great experiences and all of my time here was just amazing!
The thing | was surprised about is that there are subjects that we don't have in Japan, like hospitality and
tourism classes. In hospitality class, we made gingerbread and put icing on it beautifully with friends and
buddies. I loved that, and | had lots of fun learning at school! ~ Maaya

My haircut is the best souvenir. ~ Taisei
I like the New Zealand lifestyle, especially the e-scooters. ~ Risa

New Zealand is beautiful and | have made many friends. ~ Kaede
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